[Effect of splenectomy on the development of neonatal lymphoid organs transplanted to animals of varying age].
The effect of splenectomy on the development of newborn thymus and spleen grafted under the kidney capsule of young and old mice has been investigated. Preliminary splenectomy is shown to increase cell counts in grafted spleen that is more conspicuous in young recipients as compared with old ones. This result suggests a decrease with age in the inhibitory effect of the host spleen on the maturation of spleen grafted from newborn donor. Combined transplantation of newborn thymus and spleen has revealed a decrease of cell counts in the donor spleen grafted to the young splenectomized recipients and, on the contrary, increase of this parameter in old ones. Immune response in donor spleen with combined transplantation of the thymus to the old splenectomized recipients is much higher as compared with the same parameter in recipient without splenectomy. It is concluded that partial destruction of the old immune system is essential for its correction.